
 

  
 

Stay Ahead with Auto Draft 
Tired of worrying about missing a payment? 
Ask us about setting up auto draft, so your payments are made automatically 
each month.   
It’s fast, free, and helps build stronger credit with on-time history.   
Give us a call - we’ll get you set up before your next due date! 

Keep Your Ride Happy This Holiday Season 

Don’t forget to check your oil, tire pressure, and coolant before your 
holiday travel.  Regular maintenance helps prevent breakdowns and 
keeps your vehicle value higher – saving your money long term 

Planning ahead for the upcoming holidays? 

A personal loan can help you avoid overspending and high- 
interest credit cards.  It can also give you a little breathing  
room this season. 
Quick approval. Local service. People you know. 
Stop by or apply online  - and we’ll help make your holidays a 
little brighter. 

 

QUESTION:  How long should I pay on a loan if I am trying to build credit? 

Answer: Minimum: 6 months — this is about how long it takes most scoring models to recognize and 
factor a new account into your score. 

Ideal: 12 to 24 months — this allows you to demonstrate steady payment behavior, which has the 
strongest positive eƯect on your payment history and credit mix. 

Avoid: Paying oƯ too early (like after 2–3 months). It closes the account before it’s built any meaningful 
history. 

 Tip: Even if you can aƯord to pay it oƯ early, keep making the scheduled payments for at least a year. 

Visit www.americanfirstla.com/ask-natalie to ask your own question! 
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Finance Focus Sudoku – Medium (9×9) 

Fill the grid so every row, column, and 3×3 box contains the 
digits 1–9. 
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 Tools to Help You Get Ahead 

Want to take control of your money? 
Our free online Budget Builder and 
PayoƯ Planner tools can help you 
track spending, plan payments, and 
build a solid savings routine — all right 
from your phone or computer. 

Use them to see where your money 
goes each month and find smart ways 
to save more or pay oƯ debt faster. 
It’s simple and secure, and best of all, 
it’s free. 

 Visit americanfirstla.com/tools to ܜܛܚ 
get started — small steps today can 
make a big diƯerence tomorrow! 

 



 

  

 ௡௢௣௤௥௦௧௨௩௪ Southern Recipe: Sweet Potato Crunch 

A favorite that’s perfect for your Thanksgiving table! 

Ingredients: 
 3 cups mashed sweet potatoes (about 3 large) 
 1 cup brown sugar 
 2 eggs, beaten 
 ½ cup milk 
 ½ cup butter, melted 
 1 tsp vanilla extract 

Topping: 
 1 cup light brown sugar 
 1 cup chopped pecans 
 ⅓ cup flour 
 ⅓ cup butter, melted 

Directions: 
1. Preheat oven to 350°F. 
2. Combine mashed sweet potatoes, sugar, eggs, milk, butter, and 

vanilla. Mix until smooth. 
3. Pour into a greased 9x13” baking dish. 
4. In a separate bowl, combine topping ingredients and crumble 

over the top. 
5. Bake for 30–35 minutes until golden brown and bubbly. 

Serve warm — sweet, crunchy, and straight-from-the-South 
delicious! 

  
For a twist, consider a bottom crust of graham cracker and butter to 
really bring the flavor! 

 

VEHICLE PRICES EASING UP 

After record highs, used 
vehicle prices are finally 
seeing a turn toward normal 
levels.   

If you’ve been waiting to 
upgrade or replace a vehicle, 
it might be time to start 
shopping again.   

Ask us about flexible auto 
loan options to make it 
happen. 

MARKET WATCH 

Stay Connected 

Enjoyed this newsletter? 

Sign up to receive it monthly by 
email! 

Visit 
americanfirstla.com/newsletter to 
join our list.   

Follow us on facebook or credit tips 
and updates. 

Show us some LOVE!  Review us on 
Google. 
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